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OGC HAS REVIEWED.

Director 19 Nowvember 1948

General Counsel STATSPEC

Reimbursement for Kess Attendant et _

i+ Yo have made what we believe to be an exhsustive
review of the laws, regulations, snd decisions conesrning
the situstion 0ut1inad in the accompenying file. 4s =2
result, we have resmched certaln conclusions and are in a
poaltion to make certaln recommendations,

2. %he aonolusions are:

&. That there is no justification for the use
of unvouchered funds to make any payments in eonnec-
$ion with this case;

be. That there is no valid justifieation for
yment by the Government of the entlre amount to
he mess attendant;

8. On the difference betwoen what the employces
are wlilling to refund and the amount paid by the
Oovermment, there 1s sufficlient doubt as to the
neceesity for requlring collection from the certify-
ing offlicer or the emplayees to Justify argulng
the polnt with the suditors or the Comptroller
General 1f 1t 1s raised.

5.O% 3 2 g. The amount the employees are

ing nd be immediately collected and rore
» ad to the Budget and Finance offise in Washing~-
ton for appropriate disposition;

be That the certlfying officer and the erployees
be inTormed thet the question of further collectlons
is not for final determination by this Agency but
¢an be finelly decided only by the Comptroller General
but that this Agency will make every effort to justify
this amount as a proper obligation of the Government
an grounds we belleve have at least some validity;

8+ Thet the vouchers concerned be held for
audit In the normal rmnner and not untlil the gquestion
is raised by the suditor should the imsue be joined.
At that time, we will try to convince the auditor
of the validity of our contention that under the
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eauliar clreumstances surrounding thls case the
g:ig%iymen% nesd not be sollscted back. (The
alternative would be immediate submizsion to the
Cemptroller General of the wholse problem, but we
rﬁﬁg this would somewhat weaken our point , and
sonoelivebly on normal audit, the iazsue may not be
:‘lisaﬁ.}

A detalled memorandum outlining our arguments
in sugéart of the above conclusions end recormendations
is attached.
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